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Dear GRO1000 Grassroots Grant Recipient,

Congratulations on receiving a GRO1000 grant from The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company.
ScottsMiracle-Gro, in partnership with Keep America Beautiful, the Garden Writers Association, Plant A Row for the Hungry, the National Gardening Association and Franklin Park Conservatory, applauds your efforts to create a garden or green space in your community. If you are interested in sharing the news of your garden or green space publicly, or are planning an event for your community, we have enclosed for your support materials aimed at generating awareness for your GRO1000 Grassroots Grant project with your local media and/or on your organization’s website.
We hope you find this information helpful as you further develop your garden or green space, and begin to share its beauty and many benefits with your local community. 
Again, congratulations on your grant!

Sincerely,

Su Lok
Director 

Corporate and Community Partnerships

The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company


About The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company’s GRO1000 

Joining with Keep America Beautiful, Plant A Row for the Hungry, the Garden Writers Association, the National Gardening Association and Franklin Park Conservatory, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company launched a new initiative, GRO1000. GRO1000 will create 1,000 gardens and green spaces in the United States, Canada and Europe by 2018, the Company’s 150th anniversary. The program brings together national and local groups to collectively advocate for and demonstrate the benefits of gardening and green space development and to unite people around a common project. 

In 2011, GRO1000 will host public installations for gardens and green spaces in underserved areas of Tampa, Los Angeles, Houston, Chicago, New York as well as Canada and Europe. The initiative also awards grassroots grants to communities to cultivate their own gardens and green spaces. 
Through the development of community gardens, the GRO1000 initiative addresses the challenge of hunger and access to fresh produce in participating communities by donating a portion of each community garden harvest to a local food pantry. As reported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Americans discard more than 11 billion pounds of produce each year. Still, one in eight U.S. households experiences hunger daily. By encouraging harvest donation, GRO1000 edible gardens, serve as a visible reminder to give back to those less fortunate. 

Communities that will join ScottsMiracle-Gro and its partners in the development of community gardens and green spaces will also reap environmental, social and physical benefits, such as offsetting pollution, increased physical activity and lower stress. Studies have also shown vandalism decreases noticeably in communities, neighborhoods and housing projects where landscaping projects are promoted. 


Facts and Benefits of Gardening 
•
Nearly 41 million U.S. households have edible gardens, according to the National Gardening Association.
•
Fruits and vegetables are great sources of many vitamins and minerals and can help prevent chronic diseases, according to Let’s Move!, First Lady Michelle Obama’s initiative to solve obesity within a generation.
•
The U.S. Department of Agriculture reports that Americans throw away more than 11 billion pounds of produce each year. Despite that surplus, 4.1 percent of U.S. households experience hunger, 2.9 million of whom are children.
•
Since 1995, American gardens have donated more than 14 million pounds of herbs and vegetables to feed the hungry through the Garden Writers Association’s Plant A Row for the Hungry program.
•
The Garden Writers Association lists more than 200 member food agencies of Feed America that accept fresh produce for the hungry.
Facts and Benefits of Green Spaces
•
A recent study showed that children living in neighborhoods with more green space gained 13 percent less weight over a two-year period than children living amid more concrete and few trees.
•
For adults, green space has been linked to longer life for seniors, faster recovery from injury, lower body mass and less stress.
•
Studies over a three-decade period have revealed that vandalism decreases noticeably in communities, neighborhoods and housing projects where landscaping projects are promoted.
•
Green spaces provide habitats for a variety of birds, fish, animals, insects and other organisms, while also providing corridors and greenways to link habitats.
•
Grasses in the U.S. trap an estimated 12 million tons of dust and dirt annually from the air. 
•
An acre of grass will absorb hundreds of pounds of sulfur dioxide per year.
•
Trees have been shown to absorb pollutants; as few as 20 trees can offset the pollution from a car driven 60 miles per day.
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